READING WORKS PENSIONERS ASSOCIATION

BYLAWS

Representing Retired Pensioners from

IBEW Local 1898, Western Electric, AT&T,  Lucent Technologies, and Agere Systems

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

ARTICLE I. – NAME and OBJECTS

Section 1: (a) This organization shall be known as the READING WORKS PENSIONERS ASSOCIATION.

(b) Can also be referred to as “RWPA”.

Section 2: (a) The object of this organization is to organize and represent retirees from IBEW Local 1898, Western Electric, AT&T, Lucent Technologies and Agere Systems and other interested parties.

(b) To aid and assist each other as necessary.

(c) To cultivate relationships among those of similar interests.

(d) To elevate the moral, intellectual and social conditions of our members, their families and dependents, in the interest of a higher standard of citizenship.

Section 3: To be a tax-exempt organization under section 501(c)(7) of the Internal Revenue Code.

ARTICLE II. – MEMBERSHIP

Section 1: (a) The membership shall consist primarily of Retired Pensioners who were employed by Western Electric, AT&T, Lucent Technologies and Agere Systems, or were represented by IBEW Local 1898.  There will be no discrimination regarding race, religion or country of origin of any kind.

(b) Current employees of Agere Systems, Lucent Technologies and other interested parties.

(c) It is expected that the Association will be supported by membership fees, dues, assessments or donations as set by the Executive Board.

ARTICLE III. – MEETINGS

Section 1: (a) Regular meetings shall be held as decided by the Executive Board.    

(b) The Executive Board shall set the date, time and place.

(c) Regular meetings of the association shall be open to all Members and guests.

(d) Only dues-paying members shall have a vote.

(e) No retiree and/or guest shall be barred from attending the meetings of the club due to inability to contribute.

(f) An official attendance ledger shall be maintained at all meetings of the Association.

ARTICLE IV. – OFFICERS of the ASSOCIATION and ELECTIONS

Section 1: The Officers of this Association shall be PRESIDENT, VICE PRESIDENT, SECRETARY, TREASURER and an EXECUTIVE BOARD of not more than seventeen (17) members, nor less than five (5) members.

Section 2: (a) The nomination and election of Officers shall be held at a special meeting in the month of March, in the election year (March to March). Only dues-paying members can attend and be elected as Officers of the Association.

(b) The election shall be held by a hand vote and be decided for the candidate receiving the most votes for a specific office.

(c) The newly elected Officers shall take their places forthwith.

(d) The terms of all Officers shall be for two (2) years.

(e) The Board of Directors shall preside over the election process. 

ARTICLE V. – OFFICERS DUTIES

PRESIDENT

Section 1: (a) The President shall be held responsible for the enforcement of these By-Laws, rules and policies.

(b) The President shall preside over all meetings, appoint all committees, and act as Ex-Officio Member of all such committees.

(c) The President shall perform such duties as are prescribed herein, or may be assigned by this Association.

VICE PRESIDENT

Section 2: (a) The Vice President shall assist the President in the discharge of his/her duties and shall fill his/her place in case of the President’s absence.

(b) By virtue of the office, the Vice President shall assume the duties of Executive Board Chairperson.

(c) The Vice President shall make out all orders on the treasurer for the payment of authorized bills.

SECRETARY

Section 3: (a) The Secretary shall keep accurate minutes of each meeting.

TREASURER

Section 4: (a) The Treasurer shall receive all monies and deposit all sums of money in a bank account approved by the Executive Board.

(b) The Treasurer shall keep accurate books and records, issue such receipts as are required or approved by the Executive Board.

(c) The Treasurer shall turn over all books and records to the Executive Board or their designee for inspection or audit when called upon by the President or Executive Board.

EXECUTIVE BOARD

Section 5: (a) The Executive Board shall elect their own Co-Chairperson and Secretary.

(b) The Executive Board shall meet once per month or at the call of the President or Executive Board Chairperson.

(c) A quorum of the Executive Board shall consist of a majority of its members in attendance.

(d) The Executive Board shall approve all bills and expenditures.

(e) The Executive Board shall fill all vacancies (an Office declared vacant by the Board of Directors) and the vacancy shall be held until the next election.

ARTICLE VI. – GENERAL LAWS

Section 1: The Executive Board shall set any annual fees, dues, assessments or donations.

Section 2: Only dues-paying members have voting rights.

Section 3: No Officer of this association shall be paid any salary or wages.  However, any Officer shall be reimbursed for any expenditure, upon approval of the Executive Board.

Section 4: (a) The President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and Executive Board, shall serve as the Board of Directors.

(b) Any Officer failing to discharge the duties of his/her office for two (2) consecutive meetings, unless satisfactory excuse is given, shall have his/her office/position declared vacant by the Board of Directors. 

Section 5: These Bylaws may be amended or changed by any proposal submitted in writing by five dues-paying Members, read at one meeting and acted upon at the succeeding meeting.

Parliamentary Rules

Section 6: (a) The President may save time in deciding certain questions by asking if there are any objections.  If there are none, he/she shall declare the action taken.

(b) We shall not allow any member of the association to speak more than once on the same subject until all members desiring the floor have spoken, and not more than twice, and not more than five minutes at any one time, except those making reports.

(c) A motion can be amended only twice.

(d) If a motion has been amended, than the amendment shall be voted upon first.  If more than one amendment has been offered, then the vote shall be first on the amendment to the amendment, next on the amendment to the motion and last on the original motion.

(e) All other parliamentary questions not decided in these rules shall be decided by Robert’s Rule of Order.
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